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WRONG INTERPRETATION
Gandhiji, in his post-prayer speech said : My reference to
the possibility of a war between the two sister dominions seems,
I am told, to have produced a scare in the West. I do not know
what reports were sent outside by newspaper correspondents.
Summaries are always a dangerous enterprise except when
they truly reflect the speaker's opinion. An unwarranted sum-
mary of a pamphlet I had written about South Africa in 1896
nearly cost me my life. It was so hopelessly unwarranted that
within twentyfour hours of my being lynched European opinion
in South Africa was turned from anger into contrition that an
innocent man was made to suffer for no fault that he had com-
mitted. The moral I wish to draw from the foregoing version
is that no one should be held responsible for what he has not
said or done.
I hold that not a single mention of war in my speeches
can be interpreted to mean that there was any incitement to
or approval of war between Pakistan and the Union unless mere
mention of it is to be taboo. We have among us the supersti-
tion that the mere mention of a snake ensures its appearance in
the house in which the mention is made even by a child. I hope
no one in India entertains such superstition about war.
I claim that I rendered a service to both the sister States by
examining the present situation and definitely stating when
the cause of war could arise between the two states. This was
done not to promote war but to avoid it as far as possible. I
endeavoured, too, to show that if the insensate murders, loot and
arson by people continued, they would force the hands of their
Government. Was it wrong to draw public attention to the
logical steps that inevitably followed one after another ?
India knows, the world should, that every ounce of my
energy has been and is being devoted to the definite avoidance
,of fratricide culminating in war.   When a man vowed to non-
Violence as the law governing human beings dares to refer to
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